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Thank you so much for being my beautiful wife. 
May you always be as happy and lovely as you make others. 

 







 

TOUGALOO COLLEGE 

National Alumni Association 

Hall of Fame Induction Criteria 
 

The Hall of Fame Alumni Awards represent an opportunity for Tougaloo College and 

the National Alumni Association to publicly acknowledge supportive alumni who have 

distinguished themselves in their respective professions.  The Hall of Fame Alumni 

Committee will select individuals each year based on their contributions and/or 

successes in either of the following categories: Athletics, Arts, Business, Community 

Service, Communication, Education, Government and Law, Medicine, Religion and 

Science.  A chapter, individual or self nomination must be submitted by June 30th of 

the TCNAA end of year calendar. 
 

Individuals inducted into the Hall of Fame will be added to the official list of 

outstanding alumni to be submitted to organizations such as the National Association 

for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO), National Black College Hall of 

Fame Foundation, The College Fund/UNCF and others. 
 

The Hall of Fame Committee consists of four staff members of the College, appointed 

bu the President, and six members of the National Alumni Association, appointed by 

the National Alumni President.  Selections of nominees are based on the following 

criteria: 
 

1. Nominee must be an alumnus of Tougaloo College. 

2. Nominee must have been departed form the College at least ten years.  

3. Nominee’s accomplishments must be documented. 

4. Nominee’s contributions to the College (cash and in-kind services) must be 

documented. 
 

Nominees must attend the banquet in order to be honored, unless recognized 

posthumously.  Under extenuating circumstances, as determined by the Committee, an 

award may be presented in absentia. 



Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

-1992- 
 

  Corneal Davis       Government & Law 

  Eugene M. DeLoatch      Education 

  Robert Honeysucker     Arts & Entertainment  

  Gwendolyn N. Loper     Community Service 

  George Nauflett      Science  

  Czerny Stewart Neal      Communications 

  Oscar Allan Rogers     Religion  

  Thomas R. Sanders     Business 

  Jessie L. Sherrod      Medicine 

  H.M. Thompson      Athletics 

 

-1993- 
 

  Gladys Noel Bates      Community Service  

  Effie Stamps Burford     Religion 

  Lucille Moman Frasier     Communications  

  George A. Owens       Education 

  Thelma Sanders      Business 

  Edgar E. Smith       Science 

  Robert Smith       Medicine 

  Leroy T. Smith       Athletics 

  Bennie G. Thompson     Government & Law 

  Walter Turnbull      Entertainment  

 

-1994- 
 

  Edward Blackmon, Jr     Government & Law 

  Eddie Irons       Business 

  Annie Seaton Smith      Community Service 

  Aaron Shirley      Medicine  

  Walter Washington      Education 

 

-1995- 
 

  H.T. Drake       Community Service 

  Theodore Jones      Medicine  

  Jerry H. Lewis      Athletics 

  Henrienne T. Martin      Science 

  Arvarh Strickland       Education  



Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

-1996- 
 

  Tophas Anderson       Science  

  Barbara Hillard       Education  

  Ruby L. Jackson      Education 

  Percy Moss       Business 

  Wilbert Smith       Community Service 
 

-1997- 
 

  Charlene Cole      Communications 

  James Coleman       Athletics 

  Fred C. Fisher      Medicine  

  Sophie Jackson       Government  

  Terrell Waters      Medicine  
 

-1998- 
 

  Doris Browne       Medicine  

  Matthew Burks      Education 

  Theester Allen Carter     Community Service  

  Robert Moreland      Athletics 

  William Rice, Jr.       Government & Law 

 

-1999- 

 

  Carrie L. Davis      Community Service 

  Frank C. Dickey       Business 

  Robert L. Donald      Community Service 

  Johnnie P. Hamilton (Posthumously)   Education 
 

-2000- 

 

  Aaron F. Bodie      Arts & Entertainment  

  Roy L. Irons       Medicine 

  Joyce A. Ladner      Education 

  Constance L. Slaughter- Harvey   Government & Law 

  Sterling S. Thompson     Science 
 

-2001- 

 

  Willie Bailey       Government & Law 

  Ernestine Holloway     Education 

  Wesley F. Prater      Medicine 

  Norweida Roberts       Religion 

  Leroy Vinson       Community Service 



Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

-2002- 

 

  Thelma E. Bradford     Science 

  Isaac K. Byrd      Government & Law 

  Edward T. Lewis      Business 

  Abdul-Rahmaan Muhammad    Community Service 

  Roosevelt Turner      Business 
 

-2003- 

 

  Ruth M. Byrdsong      Education 

  Riley A. Hamilton      Government & Law 

  Maurice James      Medicine 

  David E. Miller      Community Service 

  Jeannette Anderson Thomas    Education 

 

-2004- 

 

  Lela A. Bridges      Education 

  Charles A. Pickett, Sr.      Education 

  Carl Reddix       Medicine 

  Bernice Haynes Smith      Education  

 

-2005- 

 

  Patricia Cole       Education 

  Bobby G. Cooper      Entertainment  

  A. James Hicks      Science 

  James C. McQuirter     Community Service 

  Gwendolyn S. Porter      Education 

 

-2006- 

 

  Charles D. Beall      Community Service 

  Doris Griffith Bridgeman     Community Service 

  Geraldine B. Chaney      Medicine 

  Carolyn Gill       Government & Law 

  Jefferson Silas James, Jr.      Religion  

  Grace Britton Sweet     Education 

  



Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

 

-2007- 

 

  Annie Watson Archie     Education  

  James H. Lockett, Jr.      Religion  

  Worth H. James      Business 

  Stanley A. Weakley, Sr.      Community Service 

  David C. Williams      Medicine 

 

-2008- 

 

  Robert Lewis Gibbs     Government & Law 

  Addie Armstrong Hudson     Community Service 

  John S. Paige, Jr.       Education 

  Brigetta K. Turner       Medicine  

  Primus Wheeler, Jr.      Business 

 

-2009- 

 

  Donnie Evans      Medicine 

  Edmond E. Hughes      Business 

  Allie Louise Almore Randle     Religion  

  Jerry W. Ward      Education  

  George F. West, Jr.      Government & Law 

 

-2010- 

 

  Dianna Grant Burke     Medicine  

  Ray Brooks       Community Service  

  Mary Hill Jones      Education  

  Johnnie Mae Maberry      Arts & Entertainment  

  Frances Hutchins Whiteurst    Communications  

    

-2011- 

 

  K.C. Morrison      Education 

  Terralon Knight      Medicine 

  Shirley Evans      Business 

  Herbert Lee, Jr.      Government & Law 

 

 



Hall of Fame Inductees 
 

 

-2012- 

 

  Barbara Thompson-Garrett    Community Service 

  Tanya Stephens-Washington    Medicine  

  Dexter J. Robinson      Business 

  Bettye Parker Smith     Education 

  Charles Spann      Religion 

 

-2013- 

 

  Percy Anderson, Jr.     Medicine 

  Marion Tresvant      Business 

  Joan Trumpauer Mulholland    Government & Law 

  Mary Sias-Evans      Education 

  Joyce Small Delk      Community Service 

 

-2014- 

 

  Beverly Williams-Miller     Education 

  David Turner, Jr.      Business 

  Maxine Simmons-Bolden    Religion 

  Malcolm Taylor      Medicine 

  Louis Gilbert      Business 

 

-2015- 

 

  Shawn Thomas      Business 

  John Rosenthall      Education 

  Annette Hill       Community Service 

  Eddie Rhodman, Jr.     Business 

  Alfred Rhodes      Community Service 

  

-2017- 

 

  Reginald Buckley      Religion 

  James Wesley Harris     Education 

  Jesolyn Larry Howell     Education 

  Hosea R. James      Business 

  Edith Smith Rayford     Medicine 

  Doris Durr Ross      Community Service 

  Frank Williams, Jr.      Community Service  



 

Jeannie Coe Flood 

Jeannie Coe Flood is a true believer in the concept of, ‘it takes a village” to enhance the lives of others. She is constantly 
encouraging others, promoting education and facilitating change through time, talent and a diverse network of friends, 
associates and resources.  
 
Jeannie, the second of five siblings, grew up in Moss Point, MS.  She is a 1975 graduate for Moss Point High School. 
Although she had several college options, Jeannie was encouraged by her high school counselor to attend Tougaloo, and  
subsequently entered the gates in the fall of 1975.  While at Tougaloo, she was involved in several organizations including 
the Gospel Choir and initiated into the Gamma Psi Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology in May 1979.  The “Tougaloo Experience”  would have a lasting impact fostering a 
commitment and responsibility of community service. Jeannie has a Masters in Managerial Science from Amberton 
University, Dallas Texas.   
 
Jeannie has been employed with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) for over thirty years, in resolution 
management.  During her tenure with the FDIC, she has served as financial literary instructor for high school students 
through the Money Smart Program and mentor in the agency’s Mentoring Program.  Jeannie continues to impact the lives 
of others and is currently an Executive Sponsor of  Partnership of Women in the Workplace (POWW) and lifetime 
member of Federally Employed Women (FEW). She is also a life member of Blacks in Government (BIG).  
 
Jeannie’s compassion to help others is often demonstrated through her many community service affiliations. She is a 
Diamond Life member of Delta Sigma Theta, Sorority, Inc.  As an active member of the Dallas Alumnae Chapter, she has 
served as chair of numerous program committees, often presenting creative and innovative programming encouraging 
education and life enrichment skills. She was an active participant in the College Entrance 101 college preparation 
program sponsored by KMEF. She is a former volunteer of the  New Mount Zion Baptist Church Girls Scout Troop and 
Scholarship committee. She is also former Board Member of the New Mount Zion Credit Union. She is also a financial 
literacy instructor for Buckner’s Christian Women group.  
 
Jeannie is an avid supporter of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). She has served as the President of 
the Dallas Metroplex Council of Black Alumni Associations (DMCBAA) as well as in many other roles with the 
organization. As President, she was instrumental in establishing the HBCU Alumni Night fundraiser  partnership with 
the Dallas Mavericks, which continues today. Jeannie is also the recipient the 2009 DMCBAA HBCU Alumnus of the Year 
Award for Meritorious Service. Jeannie is a UNCF volunteer and supporter of the Tom Joyner Foundation as well as other 
initiatives that promote higher education. She has also received other awards for the community service efforts.  
  
Jeannie is a life member of Tougaloo College National Alumni Association (TCNAA) and long-time supporter of the Eagle 
Queen. She has served as TCNAA Mid-South Regional Representative, TCNAA Corresponding Secretary, Class Agent 
and President of the Tougaloo College Dallas-Fort Worth (DFW) Alumni Chapter.  She continues to promote and support 
Tougaloo College financially and through various recruitment and scholarship fundraising efforts.  She believes it is 
important that alumni share the "Tougaloo story"  with others to ensure the Eagle Queen continue to soar.     
 
Jeannie currently lives in McKinney, TX with her husband Walter Flood, a 1974 graduate. They are members of New 
Mount Zion Baptist Church in Dallas, TX.  Jeannie’s sister, Brenda Coe Wess,  is a 1982 graduate of Tougaloo College.  



 

Ethel Jean Gibson 

Ethel Gibson is the daughter of the late Nehemiah McLaurin of Braxton, Mississippi, and Almetta Hudson 
of Jackson, Mississippi. She graduated form McLaurin High School in Magee, Mississippi. She obtained 
her Bachelor of Science Degree in Mathematics from Tougaloo College in Tougaloo, Mississippi. Upon 
graduation from Tougaloo College, Ethel began her career in education that spanned over 50 years. She is 
a life member of the Mississippi Retired Teachers Association. She has taught on the secondary school 
level in the Jackson Public School System and the Vicksburg Public School System. She has also taught on 
the college level as an instructor at various colleges in the Jackson metropolitan area, including Hinds 
Community College and Jackson State University. She continues to nurture and to share love for 
mathematics at Jackson State University where she currently teaches College Algebra. 
 
Ethel has taught at Jackson State University since 1985. During her early teaching career, she pursued and 
achieved a Master of Science Degree in Mathematics from Jackson State University in 1975. Her belief in 
reaching one’s maximum potential helped her to achieve this goal while still working full time and being a 
wife and mother of three young children. Ethel has been married to Percy Edward Gibson for 54 years. 
They are the parents of three daughters and grandparents of four wonderful grandchildren. 
 
During her 50 plus year career as a teacher, Ethel has taught Geometry, College Algebra, Trigonometry, 
and Basic Analysis. She has also had a long volunteer teaching career which includes a volunteer tutor at 
Bethlehem Community Center from 1991-2015. She was the founder of the after-school tutorial program at 
Triumph Church. She was the lead tutor there from 2010-2016. She currently serves as a volunteer tutor for 
the Ambassadors of the Evers Academy for African American Males (ATEAAM). Her volunteer teaching 
career logged thousands of hours. She was honored as the Volunteer of the Year for the ATEAAM for Beta 
Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha and the National Council of Negro Women, Jackson Metro 
Chapter. Also, she worked as a volunteer with the March of Dimes, Habitat for Humanities, American 
Cancer Society, and Natchez Trace Estates Neighborhood. 
 
All who know Ethel can attest to her tireless energy and her commitment to helping others.  She is actively 
involved in many community service organizations. She is a member of Beta Delta Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Incorporated, International Community Ambassadors Network (I!CAN), National 
Coalition of 100 Black Women, National Council of Negro Women, Natchez Trace Estates Neighborhood 
Block Club, Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God in Christ, NAACP, and Susanna Stitchery Sewing 
Club. Ethel has always believed in the empowerment of women. The mission of all these organizations is 
to improve individual lives through community engagement and outreach. 
 
 



She has held dear to her heart community activism and volunteerism. She has been a volunteer at 
the Stewpot Kitchen, a local facility that helps to feed its patrons who otherwise would go hungry. 
She has been a member of the Susanna Stitchery Sewing Club for 17 years. This sewing club 
provides burial gowns for unfortunate families who lose an infant child. This organization also 
provides blankets, quilts, gloves, and clothes for the homeless of Gateway Mission Shelter and other 
local clinics. She is a gifted seamstress and uses her talent to alleviate the suffering of others. 
 
Among her most recent global endeavors include sewing more than 300 jumper dresses which were 
given to impoverished young girls in Africa. These garments help to continue Ethel’s mission to 
contribute to others. Ethel feels lucky that she has been able to have a positive input on the lives of 
these children. She feels that she is connected to them through the dresses that they wear. Ethel feels 
blessed to be able to serve her world-wide community. Truly in giving, she has received more than 
any of her dress recipients. Ethel is currently making wheel chair bags for those who are wheelchair 
bound. Ethel enjoys working with people of all ages from children to the elderly. 
 
Ethel’s community service does not end with all the above. She is also involved with her immediate 
surroundings. She has served as treasurer of her neighborhood organization for 34 years, the 
Natchez Trace-Overlook Estates Block Club. She has helped to provide stability in her neighborhood 
for over 47 years. 
 
Ethel Gibson is fully committed to her efforts to mentor others. She and her husband provided food 
and shelter for three young ladies while they were in the Jackson area to further their education. 
Each young lady received the same love and nurturing as their three daughters. These young ladies 
are now a doctor/nurse and an elementary school teacher. 
 
She has been able to use her talents to help with several initiatives of her sorority, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Incorporated. She has served as the chair of many of her chapter committees including rituals 
and awards committees. She has also served as the Southeastern Financial Secretary for 4 years. Her 
chapter has been actively involved and engaged in the community with tutorial programs and other 
children’s welfare initiatives. She has been actively involved and engaged in these programs. 
 
Her church family has also been a tremendous part of Ethel’s life. She has been a member of 
Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God and Christ for over 52 years. She has served as the 
chairperson for the courtesy committee for several years. She is an avid bridge player and has 
attained Bronze Life Master. 
 
Ethel is also a life member of the Tougaloo College Alumni Association. She is a proponent of and 
has supported the efforts of historically black colleges and universities. All three of her children 
graduated from historically black colleges and universities. 
 
Ethel is multitalented and multidimensional. She is a community activist, teacher, leader, and a 
follower. She is a well-rounded woman. She is a true community servant. 



 

Sylvia Burkhead Gray 





 

Beverly Wade Hogan 

For more than forty years, Beverly Wade Hogan has skillfully balanced her roles as a wife to Marvin, mother to Maurice and 
Marcellus and grandmother to the wonderful seven with her roles as the mental health administrator, the government official, 
the community leader, the educator and the college president. She and her husband of forty-seven years have traveled an 
incredibly uncommon journey, lined with the rocks of God’s amazing grace. 
 
Throughout her distinguished career, she has been remarkably blessed to have engaged in work that mirrored her personal 
values. Regardless of the monumental challenges, she faced them with enthusiasm and optimism because she had discovered 
something bigger than herself for which to work. Utilizing her educational preparation in psychology, public policy and 
administration and human and organizational development, she chartered her own path of progress.   
As the mental health executive, she applied her knowledge, skills and passion to establish programs in Mississippi where there 
were great needs and an equal great void: the first Rape Crisis Center, the first Shelter for Battered Women and the founder of 
the first psychiatric halfway in Mississippi.    
 
As the government official, she consolidated programs to increase efficiency, effectiveness and collaboration among state 
agencies. She initiated many programs that improved human conditions: the Self-Employment Demonstration project to reduce 
welfare dependency; and the Rental Rehabilitation Program and Low Income Tax Credit Program to increase the availability of 
housing for low-income Mississippians. In affiliation with the German Marshall Fund, she led the team to study education and 
job training in Germany, Sweden and Denmark.  
 
As the College Administrator, she was the founding director of the George A. and Ruth B. Owens Health, Wellness and Human 
Resources Center. She is the founder of the Delta HealthPartners Program which was the foundational project on which the 
Center opened in 1998. It remains a strong component of the Center today. 
 
As the College President, she has worked to build a strong organizational infrastructure to support a top quality academic 
enterprise, reflecting good stewardship. She has likewise worked to refresh the curriculum with the additions of new 
undergraduate degree and graduate degree programs and the redesign of the General Education Curriculum, and expand the 
learning opportunities for students through the new Honors Program, the Center for Undergraduate Research, the Center for 
International Studies and Global Change and the Institute for the Study of Modern Day Slavery. The Early College High School 
was launched in August 2018. Significant technological improvements have been made, including campus-wide connectivity, 
smart classrooms and wireless networks, and major campus renovations, including the architectural transformation of the old 
Judson Cross into the Blackmon Administration Building, repurposing of the L. Zenobia Coleman Library and the construction 
of the Bennie G. Thompson Academic and Civil Rights Research Center. Most consequential, she led the effort to bring fiscal 
stability to the college with the resulting effect of the resolution of the college’s indebtedness.  
 
From the introductory remarks of a fellow alumna and mentee in describing President Hogan . . . “Many would call our president 
an administrator, but I would edit that statement and say she is a teacher who identifies potential in others and directs with patience and 
persistence. Some may call her a leader, but I would say a trailblazer who makes an indelible mark as the first, as well as paves the way for 
others to travel. On the other hand, some may call her a woman; yet I would paraphrase and suggest the word nurturer, who births vision 
even during the most arduous of times. While finally some may say she personifies the “Daughter of the Soil”, I’d proclaim she is the 
Persistent Gardner, one who implants the seed of determination, attends to the fruits through labor, and helps to provide the harvest for all to 
reap and enjoy”.  
 
In 2002, the Tougaloo College Board of Trustees selected Beverly Wade Hogan as the thirteenth president to lead the historic 
institution.  



 

Marvin Love 

Rev. Marvin Love, Sr. is a native of Porterville, Mississippi and grew up in DeKalb, Mississippi. He attended Whisenton High 
School in DeKalb, Mississippi from elementary through the 12th grade, graduating in 1966. Marvin was reared by his 
grandparents Al and Bettye Love. Although Marvin’s grandfather, a very wise man with only a fourth-grade education, stressed 
the importance of the value of a good education and encouraged Marvin to pursue his academic dreams. 
 
After completing his Associate’s degree in 1968 from T.J. Harris Jr. College, Marvin, along with his friend Hayes McClendon, 
decided to visit their History teacher, Mrs. Noble who asked Hayes where are you going from here. He answered, “Tougaloo 
College.” She turned and asked Marvin the same question and he answered, “I don’t know but I am applying to different 
colleges.” Upon hearing that, Mrs. Noble recommended that since Hayes had a basketball scholarship to Tougaloo College that 
he should ask for a tryout. She also encouraged Hayes to write and say that he had a friend who would like to attend Tougaloo 
College. This turned out to be wise advice because Marvin was accepted at Tougaloo College and awarded a full scholarship. 
 
Marvin has fond memories of growing up on the farm in DeKalb, Mississippi, but did not have the funds to attend college 
anywhere. “ Earning a scholarship to Tougaloo College was a blessing that allowed me the chance to get a college degree. I am 
forever indebted to Tougaloo College, and no matter what I do, it will not be enough to give back.” Marvin is the first in his 
family to receive a college education. In 1970, Marvin graduated from Tougaloo College with a B.A in Health and Physical 
Education. While at Tougaloo College, he played basketball and baseball. He was also initiated into the Rho Epsilon Chapter of 
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. 
 
Marvin is the son of Leroy Love and Alice Farmer.  He is married to Barbara Ann Hubbard Love since 1972. They have three 
children: Felicia, Christie, and Marvin II. They are the proud grandparents of three granddaughters Erin, Micah, and Camryn 
Love. They are honored to have a daughter-in-law, Crystal Love and son-in-law, Tony Runnels. Marvin also has 15 living 
brothers and sisters. 
 
Rev. Marvin Love, Sr. is a veteran of the U.S. Army where he spent two years. While serving in the U.S. Army, he was the first 
Black soldier of the month for his unit. In 1972,  he was awarded the Army Commendation Medal for meritorious service with 
U.S. Army Aviation Test Board, Fort Rucker, Alabama. Additionally, Marvin coached the football team to become the Post 
champions and the softball team to the playoffs. 
 
Rev. Love is a great man of faith who accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior at the age of 13 at the Pleasant Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church in Dekalb. While living in Houston Marvin attended Hopewell Baptist Church for many years under 
the leadership of Dr. Asa W. Sampson Sr.  While attending Hopewell, he confessed his call to the ministry. Three years ago, Rev. 
Marvin Love accepted the call to pastor the Unity in God Baptist Church. Pastor Love has a Certificate of License as a Gospel 
Preacher and a Certificate of Ordination in the Gospel Ministry. 
 
Professionally, Rev. Love has 44 years of management in retail with Kmart and Family Dollar. During his career years, he 
earned the Certificate for Store Manager at Family Dollar. Marvin’s additional professional affiliations include: Baptist Ministers 
Association of Houston and Vicinity, South Texas District Association, Mason, and USA Track & Field Official. 
 
Marvin is a dedicated and committed member of the Houston Area Tougaloo College Alumni Chapter. He is a charter member 
of the Chapter where he has served as Vice President and now currently the Treasurer. He has been a Lifetime Member of the 
TCNAA since 1992.  Marvin says, “I thank God for my fellow Alumni in Houston for nominating me to be inducted into the 

National Alumni Hall of Fame.”  As a man of faith, Marvin lives by the words:  Trust in the Lord with all thine heart. 
Proverbs 3:5. 



 

Rosie Walker McNair 

Dr. Rosie Walker-McNair was born in Clinton, Mississippi to the late Frank Walker, and Rosie Mae 
Walker. I was the seventh of nine children.  I was reared in Jackson, Mississippi.  I attended the Jackson 
Public Schools and graduated from Oscar H Wingfield High school. 
 
I was first introduced to Tougaloo College by my 9th grade English teacher, Mrs. Barbara Hilliard, who 
made it clear that she “wanted her homeroom students to attend Tougaloo College”.  During my junior 
year at Wingfield, while trying to decide what I was going to do for the summer, I browsed a bulletin 
board which advertised a program for Minorities interested in Health careers. This program was offered at 
Tougaloo College.  Dr Richard McGinnis was the director, and he quickly accepted my application. This 
program was the beginning of my life journey and love for Tougaloo College. The experience that I 
received during that summer program inspired me to return to Tougaloo after high school graduation.  
Upon my high school graduation, Dr. Richard McGinnis accepted me into a mentoring program that 
allowed students to shadow and work alongside a health professional.  I was placed in Dr. Robert Smith’s 
clinic on Winter Street. There, I was exposed to black doctors and other health professionals working in 
various health care roles.  In fall of 1974, I walked through the gates of Tougaloo as a Presidential Scholar 
majoring in Biology with a strong interest in Psychology.   Dr. Robert Smith allowed me, along with other 
Tougaloo students to continue to work in his office as we matriculated through college. After working in 
the clinic for one year, I wanted to attend medical school. It was during my third year, that Dr. Richard 
McGinnis recommended me for the Brown’s Early Identification Program for medical school. I graduated 
summa cum laud in Biology in May 1981. 
 
I entered Brown University in fall of 1981, and graduated from Brown University in 1985. After 
graduation, I entered an internship in Internal Medicine at the UMC of Mississippi. After completing my 
internship, I served two years with the National Health Service Corp, working in the Jackson Hinds 
Comprehensive Utica Clinic, and School Based clinics. In 1988, I moved to Baltimore, Maryland and 
completed my Internal Medicine residency at the Franklin Square Hospital Center.   
 
I returned to Mississippi in 1992, and began working at Family Health Care Center in Brandon.  In 1998, I 
along with Dr. Yolanda Wilson, opened Magnolia Medical Group which offered primary care to both 
adults and children.  In 2013, I returned to Jackson Hinds Comprehensive Health Center, Bennie G. 
Thompson Health Facility , Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, Mississippi, This facility offers health care 
services to the public. 
 
I have been married to Dr. Obie M. McNair, since 1985. We have two children: Obie Scott McNair, a 2012, 
Tougaloo graduate, and Jasmine McNair, a 2017 graduate of Tuskegee University. 



I was a member of the Jackson Chapter of Jack and Jill of America, Incorporation for 15 years.  This is one 
of the oldest black family-oriented civic organizations in America.  It enjoys a rich history of providing 
educational, cultural, recreational and civic opportunities for all children.  As an active working mother, I 
was able to raise my children in a village of other mothers who worked together to produce leaders for the 
future.  
 
In 1978, while a student at Tougaloo College, I became a member of the Gamma Psi Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Delta Sorority, Inc. I have continued my membership in the Madison County (MS) Alumnae 
Chapter.  This membership has allowed me to use my training and knowledge by Co-Chairing the 
Physical and Mental Health Committee, as well as the Project-13 Committee.  I have also worked with the 
Delta Academy and Delta GEMS which focus on mentoring Middle and High School girls. I have also 
worked with Social Action and International Awareness Committee. As an active member of the  Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. I have volunteered with the Salvation Army Ringing the Bell 
fund raiser, Breast Cancer Walk, and Multiple Sclerosis Walk, and Cure Sickle Cell Walk. 
 
I am a member of the Morning Star Baptist Church since 1986, where I worked with the Youth and Drama 
Ministries.  I currently serve as a Sunday school teacher for the co-ed Adult Class and Assistant teacher for 
our Wednesday night Bible Study.  As a member of the Nurse’s Assistance Ministry, I have served in 
various roles, namely, assisted in organizing Health Fairs and hosting Health Seminars. I also am a 
volunteer for the Children’s Nursery. 
 
My philosophy in life is to use whatever gift one has been blessed with and strive to make the community 
in which you live a better place. This is reflected in my favorite Baptist hymn, “if I can help somebody 
along the way, then my living will not be in vain.” 



 

About the Master of Ceremony 

Shawn Thomas ‘84 

Shawn Thomas is a native of Jackson, Mississippi, where he received his primary, elementary and high school 
education in the Jackson Public School system.  He is a 1980 graduate of Jim Hill High School, where he was 
an All-City and All-Capital Big 8runner in the 400m, 800m, and Cross Country Track & Field. 
 
Shawn entered Tougaloo College in the Fall of 1980, as a recipient of a full scholarship in Track & Field. 
Additionally, Shawn was a member of the Debate Team, Feature and Sports Editor for the Harambee, and a 
member of The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. (Rho Epsilon Chapter). 
 
After receiving his B.A Degree in Journalism from Tougaloo College in 1984, Shawn moved to Memphis, 
Tennessee to start his professional career. He credits his writing background and his degree from Tougaloo 
College for preparing him for a successful and sustained career in the world of Sales and Marketing.  Shawn 
has worked for several Fortune 500 companies as he led them in their sales and marketing efforts. He 
received Chairman’s Club (Top 15% Performers) status with Standard Register and Regions Bank. In addition 
to his Chairman’s Club performances, Shawn has received other notable recognitions, namely: 
 

Nominated by the Tri-State Defender (a Memphis publication), as “Best Banker in Memphis,” in 2013 & 
2014. 

Voted by the Memphis Business Quarterly in 2013 and 2014 as one of the “Power Players in Banking” in 
Memphis. 

Nominated by Memphis Mayor A.C. Wharton to serve on the Community Redevelopment Agency Board 
of Directors, a local board that is responsible for allocating hundreds of millions of dollars for 
redevelopment efforts in the Memphis area.  

Shawn also served as Finance Chairman of the Community Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors. 
First Black Vice President with Merchants and Farmers Bank in Memphis, Tennessee.  
 

Shawn is the sixth of eight children, and a self-proclaimed “Mama’s Boy.” He credits his mother, Mrs. Julia 
Lee Thomas, for instilling in him early, the value of hard work, dedication, and perseverance.  
Shawn has been married to his lovely wife Kathy for the past 29 years, and is the proud father of two adult 
children, Chris and Shaundra. 
 
Shawn has several professional and trade affiliations such as Leadership Memphis (2013), American Bankers 
Association, National Bankers Association, The Exchange Club, and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
 
Shawn Thomas was inducted into the Tougaloo College Hall of Fame in 2015. 



 

 
 
 

PROGRAM 

Shawn Thomas ‘84 
Master of Ceremony 

 
Invocation 

Rev. Marcus Cheeks ‘94 
 

Greetings 
A’kira Black ‘19, Miss Tougaloo College 

Dedrick Barkley ‘19, Mr. Tougaloo College 
 

Occasion 
Doris Griffith Bridgeman  ‘69, Director of Alumni Relations 

 
Musical Selection  
DeQuavion Burns ‘21 

 
Recognition of Hall of Fame Founders and Inaugural Inductees 

 

DINNER SERVED 
 

Video Tribute 
A Salute to Honorees 

 
Presentation of Awards 

David E. Miller ‘72, President, Tougaloo College National Alumni Association 
President Beverly W. Hogan ‘73 

 
Musical Selection  

Jasmine Farmer ‘20 
 

Unveiling of Portraits 
Dr. Brigetta K. Turner ‘82, Hall of Fame Committee Co-Chair 

Tiffany Burks ‘00, Hall of Fame Committee Co-Chair 
 

Remarks 
President Hogan 

 
Closing Remarks 

President Miller 
 

Alma Mater 
Audience 

































 























Congratulations 

Jeannie Coe Flood 

on your induction into the 

Tougaloo College  

National Alumni Association  

Hall of Fame 

 

 

 

 

 

From your brother Jackie & Family 

Charlotte, Ashton & Amariya Coe 









































Best Wishes to 

Ethel Jean McLaurin Gibson 
On your induction into the  

Tougaloo College Hall of Fame. 

Continue soaring like the eagle you are! 

 

 

 

 

Coleman, Alexander, Prosser 



































































 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Sylvia Gray 

 

on your induction into the 

Tougaloo College National 

Alumni Association 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Roy L. Irons 































 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

Dr. Beverly W. Hogan 
 

 

on being inducted into the 

Tougaloo College National 

Alumni Association 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Roy L. Irons 





Congratulations 

President Hogan 
 

 

 

 

on your many accomplishments. 

Rollins and I are so proud of  you. 









































































Congratulations 

Dr. Rosie Walker McNair 

on your induction into 

Tougaloo’s 2018 National Alumni 

Hall of Fame 

An honor you achieved with eager 

endeavors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mordine & Essie Bailey 



 















 





















 

 





 



 

 



 





 



  

  



 

Alma Mater 
 

Hail to thee, our Alma Mater; 

Dear to us thou art; 

Sun and moon and stars beloved 

Bless thy loving heart. 

  

Tougaloo, Eagle Queen, we love thee; 

Mother Eagle, Stir thy nest; 

Rout thine eaglets to the breezes; 

They enjoy the test. 

  

Hero cannot love his country 

More than we love thee; 

Though he die upon the altar, 

We would die for thee. 

  

 For thine inspiration, Mother 

Though thy sons depart, 

For the rainbow's end forever 

We will bless thy heart. 







 


